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The American Finances of the Spanish Empire: Royal Income and Expendi­
tures in Colonial Mexico, Peru, and Bolivia, 1680-1809. By Herbert S. 
Klein. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. xii + 221 pp. 
Maps, charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth.) 
This work is the latest contribution from a distinguished historian of 
Latin America who has produced several important studies addressing an 
extraordinary range of topics. Herbert S. Klein, professor of history at 
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peace and stability unmatched in modem times" (p. 109). 
Unfortunately, fiscal probity was not matched by equally sage 
diplomacy. Klein's study reinforces the importance of the crises of the 1790s 
when Spain began to demand forced loans and voluntary donations from the 
Mexican elite to meet the needs of wartime exigencies. It was these unusual 
burdens, and the disastrous wars for which they were collected, which 
brought on the collapse of the empire. Replete with thirty-three tables, 
fourteen graphs, and some seventy pages of appendixes, Klein's book is a 
valuable reference tool, while also providing sound analysis, judicious 
arguments, and provocative suggestions for future research. It is a worthy 
addition to an impressive body of work. 
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